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To  the  Chairman  and.  Members  of  Gipping  R.  D.  C. 
Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1952. 

The  year  to  he  reviewed  has  been  fairly  healthy.  There 
was  an  outbreak  of  measles  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year 
which  assumed  epidemic  proportions  by  the  beginning  of  1953? 
but  fortunately  the  measles  was  of  a fairly  mild  variety. 

There  were  three  cases  of  Poliomyelitis,  all  occurring 
in  July  and  August,  resulting  in  one  instance  in  the  death 
of  the  patient  who  was  taken  ill  whilst  on  a one  day  visit 
to  the  area,  the  other  two  cases  were  not  of  a severe  nature. 
Diphtheria  immunisation  has  once  more  prevented  the  incidence 
of  the  disease  and  the  campaign  to  make  such  immunisation 
universal  continues. 

During  the  year  5 restraint  notices  were  served  under 
the  Milk  & Dairies  Regulations,  1949?  as  the  result  of 
notification  of  the  presence  of  brucella  (4)  and  tuberculosis 
(l)  in  milk.  Heat  treatment  of  the  milk  and  supervision  of 
the  herds  were  amongst  the  measures  adopted  in  an  endeavour 
to  eliminate  the  condition.  5 cases  of  Anthrax  occurred 
during  1952  and  these  were  dealt  with  under  Statutory  notice. 
None  of  the  cases  resulted  in  transmission  of  the  disease  to 
human  beings.  They  formed  part  of  sporadic  outbreaks  of  the 
disease  which  have  been  causing  concern  to  agricultural  and 
veterinary  officers  throughout  the  country. 

The  East  Suffolk  County  Council  agreed  on  the 
dissolution  of  the  Joint  Board  with  West  Suffolk  which  had 
previously  dealt  with  mental  health  matters  and  now  has  its 
own  separate  administration  for  this  purpose. 

-1- 


The  long  awaited  main  water  scheme  has  not  yet  "been 
instituted,  but  in  July  the  public  enquiry  regarding  the 
proposals  was  held  and  later  approved  in  principle  by  the 
Ministry.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  next  year’s  Report  will 
include  mention  of  a start  being  made  towards  its  actual 
achi evement. 

Investigation  into  the  nitrate  content  of  shallow 
wells  in  the  district  with  reference  to  well  water  cyanosis 
in  very  young  infants  was  initiated  in  March  and  up  to  the 
end  of  the  year  out  of  69  samples  taken  24  were  proved 
unsatisfactory  owing  to  their  high  nitrate  content.  Such  a 
high  proportion  of  chemically  unsatisfactory  water  supplies 
is  yet  another  argument  in  favour  of  an  early  institution 
of  a main  water  scheme. 

The  population  of  the  district  is  apparently  much 
reduced  this  year,  but  this  is  due  largely  to  the  transfer 
of  a portion  of  the  Bramford  and  Whitton  parishes  to  Ipswich 
County  Borough  which  occurred  in  April. 

The  birthrate  and  deathrate  compare  favourably  with 
the  remainder  of  England  and  Wales. 

I wish  to  reiterate  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and 
support  I have  received  from  the  Chairman,  Members  of  the 
Council  and  Staff,  especially  in  my  own  department.  Mr. 
Morgan  has  again  been  of  able  assistance  in  the  organisation 
and  administration  of  the  Sanitary  Department,  as  has  Mr. 
Adams  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  many  associated  clerical 
.duties. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


MARJORY  A.  DAWSON 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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(A)  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  , . . ...  ...  ....  ...  78  ,464  acres 


Population ■ (Registrar  Generals  figure)..  19,120 
Inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  5,887 


Rateable  Value 

• 

• • 

...  . . . £76 , 247 

Sum  represented 

by  a 

Penny 

rate 

£304 

BIRTHS 

M 

F 

STILLBIRTHS 

M 

F 

Total 

157 

154 

Total 

3 

5 

Legitimate 

152 

149 

Legitimate 

3 

5 

Illegitimate 

5 

5 

Illegitimate 

•“* 

— 

LIVE  BIRTH  RATE 

Per 

1 ? 000  population 

16. 3 

England  and  Wales 

15.3 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one 

: year: 

■ - 

M 

F 

Total 

• 

• • 

• • • • • « 

9 

4 

Legitimate. . . 

• 

• • 

• ♦ • • • • 

9 

4 

Illegitimate. 

• 

• • 

• • # • • • 

— 

— 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  19000  live  births  41.8 


England  and  Wales  27*6 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks: - 

M F 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 4 

Legitimate — ...  ...  ...  6 4 

Illegitimate.  ...  ...  ... 


DEATHS 


All  causes  Total  196 

Male  100 
Female  96 
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DEATH  RATE  Per  1,000  population  10,3 

England  and  Wales  11.3 

COMPARABILITY  FACTORS 

Area  Comparability  Factor  Births  1.08 

Deaths  .86 


(B)  COMMENTS  ON  GENERAL  STATISTICS 

(1)  The  estimated  population  decreased  by  1,390  due 
mainly  to  the  transfer  of  parts  of  the  District  to 
Ipswich  County  Borough. 

(2)  The  Birth  Rate  is  the  same  as  the  figure  for  195*1 
and  compares  favourably  with  the  overall  rate  for 
England  and  Wales. 

(3)  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  showed  a marked  increase 
on  the  figure  for  195"!  and  is  higher  than  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales. 

(1-0  The  Death  Rate  was  lower  than  it  was  last  year  and 
is  below  the  overall  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 


(C)  COMPARATIVE  STATISTICAL  TABLE  FOR  THE  PAST  SIX  YEARS 


1947  1948  1949  i 1950  1951  i 1952  • 

; — r-: — I j- — 1 — I 1 

•Estimated  Population  1 18,470  18,810  jl  8 ,960  j 1 9,540  j 20, 51 0 jl 9 , 1 20  | 
Li/e  -Births  386~  334  j 332  331:  334’  311  j 

:Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  j ! 

•Population  20.9 ! 17.7  j 17.5'  16.9!  1 6.3  1 16.3  1 

4 1 f t I 1 

;Total  Infant  Deaths  ...  j 

(under  one  year)  .15  6 ' 10  , 4:  9 ; 13  j 

! -> : f ^ ! ! 

'Infant  Mortality  Rate’  i ; j \ 

■per  1 ,000  live  births  38.9  i 18.0  30. 1 12.1  ! 26.9  41  • 8 i 

_j j. I 

Total  Deaths  222  186  240’  211:  230;  196: 

1 • I I 

I r j 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  : | 

Population  12.0  9.8:  12.61  10. 8!  11.2  i 10.3: 

! • 
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1 . Tuberculosis  - Respiratory 

M 

4 

F 

Tota 

4 

2.  Syphilitic  Disease 

- 

1 

1 

3.  Other  infective  & parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

2 

4.  Malignant  Neoplasm  - Stomach 

2 

- 

2 

5.  Malignant  Neoplasm  - Lung,  bronchus 

1 

- 

1 

6.  Malignant  Neoplasm  - Breast 

- 

2 

2 

7.  Other  malignant  neoplasms 

7 

10 

17 

8.  Diabetes 

2 

2 

4 

9.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

15 

11 

26 

10.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

12 

13 

25 

11.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

5 

8 

12.  Other  heart  disease 

14 

23 

37 

13.  Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

2 

4 

14.  Pneumonia 

2 

4 

6 

15.  Bronchitis 

3 

1 

4 

16.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

17.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

3 

- 

3 

18.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

- 

2 

19.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion. 

- 

1 

1 

20.  Congenital  Malformations 

1 

2 

3 

21 . Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

14 

17 

31 

22.  Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

5 

- 

5 

23.  All  other  accidents 

5 

- 

5 

24.  Suicide 

1 

- 

1 

100 

96 

196 
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C)  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS) 

PERIOD  DISTRIBUTION  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  - 1952. 


(P)  AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OP  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  - 1952. 


1 ....  - -. 

Age 

i 

i 

Disease 

■■ 

. ..  

0- 

. 

1- 

3-  5-  | 

! j 

i 

l 

i 

1 

1 

i 

10- 

■ : . '. 

15-  ! 

• 

1 

j 

i 

25+, 

i 

i 

- j 

L 

Unknown 

Total 

Measles 

3 

19  ! 28  J 74 

14 

6 

i 

“ 

144 

Whooping  Cough 

7 9 Ml 

{ j 

- 

■ 

- 

32 

Scarlet  Fever 

" 

~ 

1 : 5 22 

! ! 

5 

1 

1 



..  34 

Acute  Pneumonia 

- 

__ 

r 

1 3 

- 

“ 

5 

9 

Erysipelas 

— j — j — 

3 

- 

3 

Dysentery 

- ! 1 

- 

- 

Paratyphoid 

- !:  1 

r — 

1 

- 

i 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

r — 

““ 

- 

~ 

, ” [ 

2 

i — 

1 

— 

3 

Opthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Poliomyelitis 

(Paralytic) 

1 

_ 

— 

_ 

j 

_ 

j.  . 

1 

i 

, 

1 

j 

j 

i _ 

1 

Poliomyelitis 
(Non  Paralytic) 

- ' 

> 

1 

; 

i ~ i “ . 

! = • 

1 

j • 

( 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

_ 

- : - 3 

i 

3 ! 

Totals 

235  ; 

(G)  TUBERCULOSIS 

(I)  New  cases  notified: 

Pulmonary  (Lungs)  ...  5 Males  2 Females 

Non-Pulmonary  (Glands,  "bones 

and  joints  etc.)  4 Males  2 Females 
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( 2)  Ages  of  new  cases: 

" '’•Pulmonary:  -'-Males  4;  24;  33;  43;  50* 

Females  17;  31  • 

Non-Pulmonary:  Males  4;  3;  7;  13 . 

Females  16;  23* 

(3)  Cases  "crossed  off  the  register  as  recovered1*  during  year 

Pulmonary:  Males  1 Females  1 

Non-Pulmonary:  Males  2 Females  5 

( 4)  Died,  during  the  year. 

Pulmonary:  Males  3 Females  1 

Non-Pulmonary:  Males  - Females  - 

(3)  Cases  on  Register  at  end  of  Year. 

Pulmonary:  Males  40  Females  26  Total  66 

Non-Pulmonary:  Males  22  Females  22  Total  44 


(H)  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Figures  for  diphtheria  immunisation  are  no  longer 
available  as  percentage  of  children  in  the  area  but  the 
actual  figures  are  as  follows.  (Figures  kindly  supplied 
by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health) . 

(1)  Number  of  pre-school  children  immunised  in  1952-  235 

(2)  Number  of  school  children  immunised  in  1952  30 

(3)  Number  of  children  receiving  booster  treatment 

in  1952  273 


(I)  SECTION  47,  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  Section  of  the  Act 
during  1952. 
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(J)  WATER  SUPPLIES 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  E.  A.  Morgan , Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  for  the  following  report: - 

(1)  Although  all  public  borewell  supplies  not  piped  to 
mains  proved  to  be  bacteriologically  satisfactory,  a third 
of  the  samples  taken  from  public  mains  were  found  on  first 
analysis  to  be  unsatisf actory.  Action  taken  by  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  resulted  in  subsequent  check  samples 
giving  satisfactory  results.  The  reliability  of  the 
samples  taken  from  public  deep  wells  and  shallow  wells 
could  not ^ generally  speaking,  be  regarded  as  adequately 
satisfactory.  There  was  a larger  proportion  of  unsatisfactory 
than  satisfactory  results  from  private  sources  sampled  for 
bacteriological  analysis.  The  i4  samples  taken  from  public 
and  private  sources  for  chemical  analysis  proved  satisfactory 
apart  from  the  excessive  iron  content.  With  the  installation 
of  the  proposed  main  scheme  it  is  considered  that  action 
should  be  taken  to  remove,  or  at  least  considerably  reduce, 
the  excessive  iron  content  found  in  almost  all  the  borewell 
supplies  of  the  area.  This  will  certainly  prevent  a 
repetition  of  the  complaints  which  are  continually  being 
made  in  respect  of  the  mains  water  supply  in  those  parishes 
which  at  present  possess  this  system. 

(2)  None  of  the  water  supplies  of  the  area  has  a 
plumbo -solvent  action. 

(3)  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  public 
mains  is  given  below  according  to  parish  distribution:- 


Parish 

Laid  on  to 

Taken  from 

properties 

Standpipes 

Ashbocking 

15 

37 

Ashf ield-cum-Thorpe 

46 

4 

Barham 

13 

22 

Bramford 

386 

— 

Buxhall 

5 

6 

Greeting  St.  Mary 

36 

33 

Crowfield 

33 

45 

Debenham 

162 

72 

Prams den 

21 

3 

Go  sbeck 

27 

16 

Gt.  Bricett 

16 

18 

Gt.  Pinborough 

7 

18 

Haughley 

190 

45 

Hemingstone 

2 

3 
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Parish 

Laid  on  to 

properties 

Taken  from 

Standpipes 

Henley 

16 

16 

Mickf ield 

22 

28 

Pettaugh 

13 

26 

Ringshall 

10 

- 

Stonham  Aspal 

63 

75 

Stonham  Earl 

12 

11 

Stonham  Parva 

46 

56 

Stowupland 

275 

Wetherden 

- 

14 

Winston 

35 

17 

Totals 

1 ,456 

567 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  G.  Riches,  Engineer  and 
Surveyor,  for  the  following  three  reports: - 


( K)  REGIONAL  WATER  SCHEME 

Although  it  would  have  given  pleasure  to  report  that 
the  work  of  laying  water  mains  was  in  progress,  it  is 
gratifying  to  state  that  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  gave  approval  in  principle  to  the  Council's 
Scheme  on  29th  October,  1952. 


(L)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Unfortunately,  owing  to  the  need  for  restraint,  due 
to  Government  Policy,  no  real  progress  can  be  reported 
on  Schemes  for  the  Parishes  of  Bramford  and  Debenham. 

Whilst  the  Council  are  progressing  with  the  erection 
of  houses,  the  question  of  effectively  dealing  with  the 
sewage  in  some  parishes  will  create  a problem,  notably 
at  Haughley,  whilst  the  erection  of  houses  in  the  parish 
of  Stowupland  has  been  deferred  owing  to  the  Sewerage 
Scheme  being  held  up,  as  in  the  case  of  the  other  parishes 
mentioned. 

(M)  HOUSING 

During  the  year  under  review  62  houses  were  completed 
by  the  Council  with  33  in  course  of  erection. 

In  addition  19  private  houses  were  erected. 
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This  "brings  the  total  number  of  houses  erected  since 
the  war  to  353  "by  the  Gipping  Rural  District  Council,  and 
to  108  by  private  enterprise. 


(N)  BIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK  (Figures  kindly  supplied 

"by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health) 

Number  of  samples  examined  ...  ...  57 

Number  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli  0 

Number  found  to  contain  brucella  organisms  4 


(0)  MEAT  /HID  OTHER  FOODS 


Details  of  action  taken  is  given  in  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


(P)  FOOD  POISONING  OUTBREAKS 


Three  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  during 
the  year.  All  three  were  members  of  the  same  family  and 
it  was  suspected  that  the  infected  food  was  eaten  at  a 
celebration  party  in  the  village,  the  catering  for  which 
was  carried  out  by  a firm  of  caterers  from  outside  the 
district.  Other  people  who  attended  the  party  exhibited 
mild  symptoms  of  the  same  complaint;  indeed  all  the  cases 
except  one  were  mild  in  character  and  there  was  no  further 
spread  of  the  infection. 


(Q)  MINISTRY  OF  LABOUR  AND  NATIONAL  SERVICE  FORM  572 

A copy  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Director  of  Statistics, 
Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service,  and  further  copies 
will  be  attached  to  the  copies  of  this  Annual  Report 
forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service 
and  the  County  Council. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council*, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  consideration 
my  ninth  Annual  Report  on  the  activities  of  your  Sanitary 
Department. 

Whilst  the  Report  does  not,  and  cannot  be  expected  to, 
give  more  than  a broad  outline  of  the  many,  varied  and 
responsible  duties  of  the  Department,  an  attempt  has  been 
made  to  clothe  the  bare  statistical  detail  essentially 
involved  in  various  aspects  of  our  work. 

Due  to  the  continued  absence  of  any  progress  towards 
the  installation  of  sewerage  schemes  in  the  larger  parishes 
and  the  provision  of  the  main  water  scheme  there  is  no 
startling  item  with  far-reaching  consequences  to  report. 

There  continues  to  be  a welcome  increase  in  the  number  of 
new  houses  erected  both  by  the  Council  and  private 
enterprise,  but  this  advance  towards  a raising  of  the 
general  standard  of  housing  in  the  area  is  somewhat  retarded 
by  the  deterioration  created  as  the  result  of  difficulty 
in  obtaining  the  repair  and  maintenance  of  existing  property. 

Such  matters  as  the  sampling  of  water  supplies,  the 
inspection  of  food  premises,  the  control  of  moveable 
dwellings  and  the  supervision  of  public  cleansing  and  rodent 
destruction  are  only  a comparative  few  of  the  functions 
of  the  Department,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Report  will 
prove  of  interest  to  all  who  have  the  Council’s 
environmental  hygiene  services  at  heart. 


-1  - 


As  in  previous  years  my  sincere  thanks  are  again 
due  to  the  Chairman  and  other  members  of  the  Council  for 
their  consideration  and  interest  which  have  proved 
immensely  helpful  in  carrying  out  our  sometimes  difficult 
tasks.  The  support,  assistance  and  co-operation  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr.  Dawson)  is  also  appreciated 
with  equal  sincerity,  as  well  as  that  given  by  my  own  staff 
and  received  from  colleagues  in  other  Departments. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 


Yours  faithfully, 

Cl 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AMD  VISITS 


Housing  Acts  and  Housing  Surveys 
Structural  Defects  ... 

Overcrowding  ... 

Sanitation  Surveys  ... 

Drains  and  Sanitary  Accommodation 
Cesspools  ... 

Building  Licences  ... 

Water  Supplies  ... 

Moveable  Dwellings  ... 

Animals  improperly  kept  ... 
Filthy  and  Verminous  Premises 
Rodent  Destruction  ... 

Food  Premises  ... 

Unsound  Food  • • . 

Slaughterhouses  ... 

Milk  Supplies 

Shops  Act  . . . 

Infectious  Disease  ... 

Factories  and  Workplaces  ... 
Refuse  Removal  ... 

Nightsoil  Collection  ... 
Cesspool  Emptying  ... 

Salvage  ... 

Rivers  Pollution  ... 

Ditches  and  Watercourses  . . . 


748 
316 
41 
1323 
286 
52 
78 
455 
146 
24 
28 
38 
56 
34 
17 
74 
44 
1 61 
54 
1 63 
297 
83 
86 
48 
80 


4,732 


In  addition  51  meetings  of  Council  and  various 
Committees  and  Sub-Committees  were  attended. 


HOUSING- 

Progress  towards  the  achievement  of  a higher  general 
standard  of  housing  accommodation  was  well  maintained  by 
the  erection,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor,  of  62  Council  houses.  19  houses  were  completed 
under  private  contracts. 

There  was  an  appreciable  increase  in  the  number  of 
imquiries  made  and  inspections  carried  out  in  connection 
with  tentative  proposals  to  apply  for  an  Improvement 
Grant.  Unfortunately  (both  with  regard  to  the  pious  hopes 
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of  the  applicants  and  the  time  spent  on  investigation 
of  the  proposals)  in  very  few  cases  could  the  applications 
have  been  recommended  for  support.  In  only  4 instances 
did  the  circumstances  justify  the  submission  of  all 
necessary  details  for  the  official  consideration  of  the 
Council  and  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

Of  these,  three  were,  .at  the  end  of  .December,  awaiting 
the  Ministry's  decision,,  the  other  .application  having 
received  the  prior  approval  of  both  Ministry  and  Council. 

During  the  early  p.art  of  the  .year  a list  cf  properties 
which,  due  to  their  architectural  or  .historic  merit,  were 
considered  to  be  worthy  of  preservation,  was  submitted 
by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  The 
situation,  ownership  and  tenancy  of.  .the  majority  were 
readily  available  from  official  knowledge  or  records.  It 
fell  to  my  lot  to  complete  the  records  in  respect  of  71 
properties  which  could  not  be  identified  without  personal 
investigation,  and  thi,s.  entailed  visits  to  more  than  a 
quarter  of  the  parishes  In  the  area,,.  . Many  of  the  properties 
(it  was  eventually  discovered)  had  for  many  years  been 
known  by  names  other  than  those  given  in  the  official  list 
and  their  identification  defied  even  that  usually  reliable 
source  - the  local  post,  .office.  All  were  eventually  traced 
and  the  return  satisfactorily  completed . 

A Closing  Order  made  in  1951  under  Section  3(2)  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1 949,.  apd  in  substitution  of  a pre-war 
Demolition  Order,  was  j.tself  determined  in  1 952,  the  property 
having  been  completely,  reconstructed, . reconditioned  and 
rendered  fit  in  all  respects  for  human  habitation. 

Another  property,  a pair  of  cottages  which  had  not  been 
re-let  since  vacation  two  years  previously  was,  after 
purchase  by  a local  builder,  satisfactorily  converted  into 
one  dwelling,  but  the  process  involved  the  almost  total 
demolition  of  the  original  structure* 

Action  was  also  taken  in  respect  of  properties 
regarded  as  unfit  for  habitation  after  their  vacation  by 
persons  granted  the  tenancy  of  a Council  house.  In  both 
the  cases  represented  to  the  Council  the  owners  gave 
official  Undertakings  not  to  re-let  for  human  habitation. 

The  removal  of  these  - the  worst  of  the  unfit  dwellings 
in  the  area  - will  in  the  not  too  distant  future  require 
consideration  on  an  increasingly  accelerated  scale.  Let 
us  not  be  too  concerned  that  by  such  action  "houses  are 
being  lost  to  the  District".  The  properties  to  be  dealt 
with  have  long  since  outlived  their  period  of  usefulness 
as  homes  for  occupation  by  human  beings  and  cannot,  without 
the  expenditure  of  a sum  far  in  excess  of  the  value  of  the 
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reconstructed  dwelling,  be  provided  with  the  standard  of 
facilities  and  accommodation  which  it  is  reasonable  to  expect 
an  owner. to  provide.  The  comparatively  infinitesimal  loss 
to  rate  revenue  is  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  eventual 
erection  of  newer  houses  possessing  a higher  degree  of 
comfort  and  amenity. 

Due  to  the  continued  "lack  of  balance”  between  rental 
and  the  cost  of  repairs,  difficulty  is  sometimes  experienced 
in  securing  the  performance  of  even  essential  works  of 
maintenance.  Informal  Notices  are  served  in  writing  after 
other  approaches  have  been  found  to  be  unavailing  or  are 
impracticable  and,  even  then,  only  in  respect  of  works  of 
an  urgent  or  serious  nature.  For  this  reason  the  total 
number  of  notices  served  is  far  lower  than  in  recent  years. 
The  position  in  relation  to  written  Informal  and  Abatement 
Notices  was:- 

Informal  Abatement 


Outstanding  at  3 1/12/51 

11 

1 

Served  during  1952 

29 

4 

40 

5 

Complied  with  in  1952 

16 

4 

Outstanding  at  31/12/52 

24 

1 

As  a result  of  compliance  with  verbal  intimations 
and  the  16  Informal  and  4 Abatement  Notices  the  following 
structural  and  other  works  were  carried  out  during  the 
year:- 

2 floors  repaired;  8 walls  made  damp-proof;  6 walls 
replastered;  1 wall  rebuilt;  9 fireplaces  repaired; 

1 wash  copper  repaired;  1 wash  copper  renewed;  4 doors 
repaired;  2 windows  rehung;  2 window  frames  repaired; 

6 ceilings  replastered;  5 roofs  repaired;  3 lengths  of 
eavesguttering  renewed;  2 chimney  stacks  repaired. 

A complete  re-survey  of  the  registered  cases  of  over- 
crowding was  carried  out.  There  has  been  a reduction  in  their 
number, due,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  to  the  provision 
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of  alternative  accommodation  by  the  Council.  In  only  5 
cases  did  the  abatement  of  the  overcrowded  conditions 
result  from  the  removal  of  the  family  concerned  to  another 
privately  owned  house  or  by  an  improvement  in  the  amount 
of  accommodation  available  to  the  affected  family.  5 new 
cases  (one  of  which  was  abated  within  a few  months)  were 
added  to  the  register,  but  there  was  a reduction  of  12  in 
the  number  existing  at  the  beginning  of  1952  giving  an 
overall  reduction  of  7 over  the  figure  reported  for  1951? 
thus  the  total  of  known  cases  at  the  end  of  1952  was  30. 


SANITATION 

It  is  difficult  to  view  with  equanimity  the  continued 
plight  of  those  semi -urbanised  parishes  whose  prospects 
regarding  the  installation  of  a satisfactory  system  for  the 
disposal  and  treatment  of  sewage  appears  to  be  as  remote  as 
ever.  A poet  with  local  associations  once  said  "They  also 
serve  who  only  stand  and  wait" , but  this  is  no  consolation 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  parishes  referred  to  and  it  is  not 
surprising  to  find  their  patient  anticipation  rapidly 
changing  to  despair.  The  local  authority,  especially  the 
representatives  of  the  areas  concerned,  are  experiencing 
as  great  a degree  of  frustration  over  this  matter  as  the 
people  affected  and  the  phrase  "one  step  forward,  two  steps 
backward"  would  appear  to  be  an  apt  description  of  the 
situation.  The  problem  is  a serious  one  and  needs  forethought, 
planning  and  preparation;  the  question  of  finance  also 
needs  careful  consideration,  but  none  of  these  things 
justify  the  needs  of  the  community  and  the  earnest  desire 
of  the  Council  being  prevented  from  receiving  practical 
expression  for  a moment  longer  than  is  absolutely  necessary. 

Surveys  of  the  sanitary  accommodation  existing  in  the 
parishes  of  Barking,  Creeting  St.  Mary,  Great  Finborough, 
Somersham,  Stowupland  and  Wetherden  were  conducted  as  the 
result  of  applications  by  the  various  parishes  for 
consideration  to  be  given  to  an  extension  of  the  nightsoil 
collection  scheme.  A full  survey  of  sanitary  conditions 
was  also  carried  out  in  March  in  that  portion  of  Bramford 
which  was  due  for  transfer  to  the  Ipswich  County  Borough. 

Apart  from  installations  at  Council  and  privately 
erected  houses  the  new  drainage  systems  provided  have  been 
chiefly  those  at  existing  properties  where  other  items  of 
repair  or  reconditioning  have  been  carried  out  and  in  respect 
of  which  building  licences  were  issued.  With  the  raising 
in  January  1953  of  the  amount  which  can  be  spent  without 
the  necessity  for  being  in  possession  of  a building  licence, 
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the  control  which  it  has,  hitherto,  "been  able  to  exercise 
over  drainage  installations  will  to  a certain  extent  be 
weakened.  It  is  still  essential  that  notification  should 
he  made  in  order  that  such  systems  may  he  inspected, 
tested  and  approved  and  it  is  proposed  to  remind  builders 
of  this  fact. 

The  sanitation  work  carried  out  as  the  result  of 
compliance  with  Informal  or  Verbal  Notices  was:- 

24  drainage  systems  provided;  6 drainage  systems 
reconstructed;  4 drainage  systems  repaired;  2 drainage 
systems  cleared;  1 ventilation  shaft  provided;  1 
inspection  chamber  provided;  2 inspection  covers 
renewed;  5 sewage  plants  reconstructed;  2 filters 
renewed;  1 defective  cesspool  repaired;  3 sanitary 
conveniences  reconstructed;  1 sanitary  convenience 
cleansed;  2 sanitary  pails  provided. 


BUILDING  LICENCES 


In  February  the  Minister  of  Works  sanctioned  an 
increase  of  £1,912  per  annum  in  the  value  of  building 
licences  to  be  issued  for  the  repair  and  maintenance  of 
private  dwelling  houses.  This  increase  brought  the  total 
annual  puota  for  this  purpose  up  to  £21,500. 

The  raising  of  the  "free  limit”  for  licences  from 
£100  to  £200  also  resulted  in  a decline  in  the  number  of 
applications  received.  The  effect  of  this  improvement  was 
not,  however,  as  great  as  the  one  which,  it  is  anticipated, 
will  result  from  the  further  relaxation  to  £500  which  is 
due  to  operate  from  January. 

32  applications  for  licences  were  received  and  submitted 
for  consideration  and,  with  two  exceptions,  licences  for  the 
full  amount  asked  for  were  authorised.  Due  to  the  relaxation 
of  the  £100  limit,  however,  the  number  of  licences  actually 
issued  was  30,  these  haying  a total  value  of  £8,830. 

One  of  the  exceptions  where  a licence  for  the  amount 
asked  for  was  not  issued  was  in  connection  with  a property 
at  which  a large  proportion  of  the  work  had  already  been 
commenced  in  December,  1 95i • The  builder  was  under  the 
impression  that  the  "year”  to  which  the  ’’free  limit”  applied 
ended  on  December  31st,  and  that  the  whole  of  the  proposed 
work  (costing  under  £200)  could  thus  be  carried  out  in  two 
stages  without  the  necessity  for  submitting  an  application 
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for  a "building  licence.  The  builder  was  soon  disillusioned, 
a licence  was  issued  for  the  amount  outstanding  on  January 
1st,  the  builder  warned  and  the  Ministry  of  Works  notified 
of  the  infringement  and  of  the  action  taken.  The  other 
exception  was  an  application  for  the  reconstruction, 
reconditioning  and  conversion  of  a property  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  £2,000.  In  this  case  a first  instalment  of  £500 
was  authorised  and  issued,  but  none  of  the  proposed  work 
had  "been  commenced  "by  the  time  the  second  instalment  was 
due  to  be  issued. 

The  Surveyor  was,  in  addition  to  the  issuing  of 
licences  for  the  erection  of  29  new  dwellings,  also  responsible 
for  issuing  23  licences  to  a value  of  £8,711  for  work 
involving  the  submission  of  plans  requiring  byelaw  approval. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


A total  of  125  sources  (either  public  or  private) 
were  sampled  during  the  year  and  the  summarised  results  are:- 


No.  of  Suspicious  or 

Type  of  Supply  Sources  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Council  owned  Sources  - Bacteriological 

Mains 

8 

17 

9 

Borewells 

26 

30 

- 

Deep  Wells 

3 

4 

3 

Shallow  Wells 

5 

Council  owned 

4 

Sources 

4 

- Chemical 

Mains 

2 

2 

Borewells 

7 

7 

- 

Deep  wells 

- 

— 

- 

Shallow  wells 

— 

— 

- 

Privately  owned 

Sources  - 

- Bacteriological 

Mains 

2 

2 

1 

Borewells 

23 

32 

33 

Deep  wells 

2 

1 

1 

Shallow  wells 

51 

23 

32 

Ponds 

3 

- 

3 

8 


N o.  of  Suspicious  or 

Type  of  Supply  Sources  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 


Privately  owned  Sources  - Chemical 

Mains  11 

Borewells  44 

Deep  wells  - - 

Shallow  wells  - 

Ponds  - 

In  July  another  Public  Inquiry  into  the  Council’s 
proposals  for  the  provision  of  a main  water  scheme  for  the 
major  portion  of  the  area  which  still  lacks  this  amenity 
was  held  at  Needham  Market.  Opposition  in  respect  of  certain 
aspects  of  the  scheme  was  expressed  on  behalf  of  the  County 
Council.  One  of  the  grounds  for  this  opposition  was  the 
type  of  pipe  proposed  to  be  used  for  the  trunk  and  branch 
mains,  and  unless  an  acceptable  solution  is  soon  found  and 
the  Council’s  proposals  receive  the  blessing  of  the 
Government  and  the  County  Council,  this  matter  may  prove 
to  be  one  of  the  most  serious  obstacles  which  have  been 
encountered  in  the  many  efforts  which  have  been  made  to 
secure  implementation  of  the  scheme. 

The  occurrence  in  other  areas  of  East  Suffolk  of  cases 
of  well  water  cyanosis,  a condition  affecting  young  babies 
who  are  artificially  fed  with  water  containing  a proportion 
of  nitrates,  led  to  a report  to  the  Council  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  As  a result  it  was  decided  that, 
commencing  in  March,  all  shallow  or  deep  well  supplies  used 
as  a source  of  drinking  water  by  expectant  mothers  were  to 
be  sampled  for  nitrate  content*  Of  the  69  samples  taken 
24  were  reported  after  analysis  to  be  unsuitable  for  use 
in  connection  with  the  artificial  feeding  of  infants.  On 
receipt  of  the  notification  of  an  unsatisfactory  supply 
a letter  of  information  to  this  effect  was  sent  to  the 
parent  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  an  alternative 
and  satisfactory  supply,  discovered  by  the  District  Sanitary 
Inspector  concerned,  being  made  available  at  the  same  time. 

Work  carried  out  in  connection  with  private  sources 
of  water  supply  has  achieved  the  following  results 

7 supplies  rendered  satisfactory;  1 new  supply 
provided;  2 pumps  repaired;  2 supply  tanks  cleansed. 
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MOVEAELE  DWELLINGS 


Much  has  been  said  and  written  regarding  the  evils 
and  benefits  which  result  from  the  occupation  of  moveable 
dwellings,  but  to  quote  the  time  honoured  phrase  of  the 
late  Professor  Joad  "it  all  depends  on  what  is  meant  by 
’ occupation’ ” . Unfortunately,  today,  the  position  is  such 
that  far  too  many  people  are  compelled  by  sheer  force  of 
circumstances  to  accept  the  limitations  of  the  four  walls 
(and  very  often  unsound  walls)  of  a caravan  as  their 
"home1'  without  any  prospect  of  a possible  improvement  in 
their  living  circumstances.  Concern  has  in  previous  reports 
been  expressed  in  respect  of  the  current  trend  of  regarding 
caravans  which,  over  short  periods  and  in  favourable  weather, 
are  admirable  structures  for  providing  a cheap,,  healthy 
holiday  as  permanent  places  of  habitation.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  their  occupants  will  not  become  so  inured  to  their 
circumstances  that  they  will,  when  houses  are  readily 
available,  allow  the  cheapness  of  dwelling  in  a caravan 
to  blind  them  to  the  benefits  of  the  greater  comfort, 
accommodation  and  amenity  to  be  obtained  in  a modern 
dwelling  of  permanent  construction. 

In  this  area  the  siting  and  distribution  of  caravans 
is  such  that,  apart  from  one  site  containing  24  trailer 
caravans,  they  cannot  be  regarded  as  an  eyesore  or  as 
detrimental  to  the  amenities  or  health  of  the  neighbourhood. 

In  addition  to  the  site  already  referred  to  and  another 
licenced  for  4 caravans  but  only  containing  2,  there  were  23 
caravans  occupying  21  sites  in  respect  of  which  licences  were 
issued  during  1952.  Periodic  visits  are  made  to  all  sites  and 
they  can  be  regarded  as  being  adequately  under  control. 


ANIMALS  IMPROPERLY  KEPT 


This  does  not,  as  is  apparently  considered  by  some, 
refer  to  animals  kept  in  such  a manner  that  cruelty  to 
the  animal  is  involved.  It  deals  with  (to  quote  the 
appropriate  section  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936)  ’’any 
animal  kept  in  such  a place  or  manner  as  to  be  prejudicial 
to  health  or  a nuisance”  so  far  as  human  beings  are 
concerned.  In  this  respect  the  item  does  not  involve 
a great  deal  of  administrative  responsibility  and  complaints, 
on  investigation,  often  amount  to  no  more  than  the 
repercussions  of  neighbour’s  disagreements.  The  benefit 
of  administrative  control  is  a positive  one  for,  by 
the  advice  which  is  sought  and  given  in  connection  with 
the  siting  of  structures  for  pig  and  poultry  keeping,  the 
owner  shows  his  desire  to  comply  with  any  necessary 
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requirements  of  the  local  authority  and  thereby  discloses 
himself  to  be  of  the  type  who  will  not  at  a later  date 
create  or  tolerate  conditions  likely  to  lead  to  a nuisance 
requiring  the  intervention  of  the  local  authority.  Very 
few  of  the  24  inspections  recorded  were  for  the  abatement 
of  nuisance*  the  majority*  as  has  been  previously  indicated, 
being  advisory  and  in  connection  with  the  siting  of 
structures . 


FILTHY  MD  VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

Only  one  of  the  properties  inspected  during  the 
course  of  the  year  was  found  to  be  so  vermin-infested  as 
to  require  the  services  of  the  local  authority  for  the 
purpose  of  disinfestation.  Whilst  it  cannot  be  regarded 
as  a definite  indication  that  this  was  the  only  premises 
in  the  area  requiring  such  treatment*  it  can  be  readily 
assumed  both  from  this  fact  and*  with  an  even  greater 
degree  of  certainty*  from  one’s  general  knowledge  of  the 
area  that  the  number  of  such  premises  is  exceptionally 
small.  The  exact  number  could  only  be  ascertained  by 
means  of  a special  survey,  but  it  is  not  considered  that 
the  extent  of  the  problem  is  such  as  to  justify  this 
procedure.  Reliance  must,  therefore*  continue  to  be 
placed  ( as  with  11  filthy  premises”)  upon  the  disclosure 
of  such  conditions  resulting  from  visits  in  connection 
with  other  matters  or  complaints  by  neighbours. 

Whilst  there  are  still  houses  where,  even  after 
allov/ance  has  been  made  for  old  age  and  infirmity*  the 
presence  of  a large  family  or  the  absence  of  essential 
•amenities,  the  standard  of  sanitary  cleanliness  leaves 
much  to  be  desired,  in  very  few  cases  can  the  occupier 
be  regarded  as  belonging  to  that  ”hard  core”  in  respect 
of  whom  one’s  efforts*  despite  the  method  of  approach 
adopted,  are  doomed  to  failure.  The  majority  of  the 
cases  known  to  the  Department  belong  to  that  category 
which  requires  periodic  surveillance  and  where  the  cleansing 
is  carried  out  with  poor  grace  and  is  of  short  duration. 


RODENT  DESTRUCTION 

Possessing  a sense  of  humour  myself  and,  therefore, 
appreciating  the  reaction  which  mention  of  this  item  often 
produces,  it  should  not  be  overlooked  that  it  is  a subject 
which  is  closely  associated  with  others  which  are  treated 
in  more  sober  vein  - notably  food  hygiene  and  some 
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infectious  diseases.  Even  the  title  of  the  man  employed 
on  this  work  (Rodent  Operative)  has  "been  held  to  scorn  hy 
the  pedantic,  hut  even  less  accurate,  and  certainly  more 
humorous  to  those  blessed  with  a vivid  imagination,  is 
the  title  which  they  in  turn  would  give  him  - Rat  Catcher. 

Those  wh o are  sufficiently  interested  might  like  to 
know  that  there  is  a £2,000  prize  waiting  for  the 
extermination  of  the  last  rat  and  mouse  in  the  Gipping 
area’.  II  In  the  meantime  we  remain  happy  in  the  knowledge 
that  whatever  the  man’s  title  and  whatever  the  attitude 
to  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  our  employee  will 
continue  to  assist  this  achievement  by  reducing  the  rodent 
population  with  warfarin,  zinc  phosphide  and  arsenic  (or 
whatever  else  the  Ministry's  experts  can,  from  practical 
experience,  recommend) . 

This  service,  like  almost  all  the  others  provided 
by  the  Department,  is  not  one  which  (apart  from  the 
treatment  of  business  premises)  shows  a financial  return 
in  hard  cash.  Nevertheless  the  annual  cost,  after  allowing 
for  the  Ministry  grant,  is  the  approximate  equivalent  of  a 
half-penny  rate,  and  is  amply  repaid  by  the  benefit  to  the 
community. 

The  justification  for  the  imposition  of  a charge  in 
respect  of  the  treatment  of  business  premises  has 
occasionally  been  questioned,  but  since  such  premises 
invariably  exist  to  dispense  a commodity  or  to  provide  a 
service  to  the  public  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  wrong 
for  the  public,  through  the  local  rate  and  national 
exchequer,  to  subsidise  the  neglect  of  individuals  or 
organisations  to  comply  with  their  statutory  duties  and 
the  safeguarding  of  the  commodity  or  service  they  provide. 
Although  it  was  found  necessary  during  the  year  to  increase 
the  charge  for  such  treatments  from  4/6  to  5/6  per  hour 
the  cost,  irrespective  of  the  size  or  financial  turnover 
of  the  business  premises  concerned,  is  still  far  from 
being  an  unduly  heavy  burden  for  the  person  footing  the 
bill. 

The  number  of  premises  visited  and  inspected  by  the 
Rodent  Operative  was  788  (this  figure  including  212  farms, 
15  business  premises  and  10  Council  properties).  Of  these, 
150  dwellinghouses , 1 farm,  15  business  premises  and  2 
Council  properties  received  treatment.  30  other  farms 
found  to  be  infested  were  dealt  with  by  the  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee's  staff  or  by  private  contractors.  The 
resulting  "known  kill"  from  the  treatments  carried  out  by 
our  own  employee  was  1,064  rats  and  48  mice.  In  addition 
to  this,  treatments  of  the  Council’s  sewage  plants  and 
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sewerage  systems  at  Haughley  and  Stowupland  yielded  a 
return  of  nil  and  9 respectively. 

Meetings  of  the  Workable  Area  (Rodent  Control) 
Committee  continue  to  be  held  at  Ipswich  under  the  capable 
chairmanship  of  Cllr.  Rev.  Shrubbs  (one  of  this  Council’s 
’’member  representatives”).  Although  held  infrequently 
it  is  felt  that  this  Committee  acts  as  a useful  forum  for 
the  discussion  of  administrative  problems  by  Councillors, 
Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Ministry  representatives. 

A case  of  spirochaetal  jaundice  (Weil’s  disease) 
was  notified  during  May.  Surveys  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
patient’s  home  and  at  his  place  of  work  (a  dairy  farm) 
revealed  the  presence  of  rats.  Treatment  for  the 
infestation  at  and  near  the  home  was  undertaken  by  our 
Rodent  Operative  and  at  the  dairy  farm  by  an  employee 
of  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee.  A post-mortem 
examination  of  the  rats  killed  at  both  premises  disclosed 
that  only  those  from  the  farm  showed  positive  evidence  of 
the  presence  of  the  infective  organism. 


POOD 


There  is  today  a greater  consciousness  of  the  need 
for  cleanliness  in  the  methods  adopted  for  the  handling 
of  food  sold  to  the  public.  Press , film  and  radio 
publicity  allied  to  the  unremitting  efforts  of  local 
authorities,  ably  encouraged,  supported  and  assisted  by 
the  Pood  Hygiene  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Pood,  have 
all  helped  to  play  a part  in  this  achievement.  Regard 
has  for  many  years  been  paid  to  the  inherent  fitness  and 
freedom  from  adulteration  of  food  for  human  consumption, 
but  quality  and  purity  are  far  from  being  synonymous  and 
much  still  remains  to  be  done  before  it  can  be  said  that 
one  is  entirely  satisfied. 

It  is  not  even  sufficient  to  see  that  the  food  is 
fit  for  consumption  when  produced  or  sold,  or  to  instil 
into  the  minds  of  members  of  the  food  trades  that  they 
are  handling  a commodity  which  is  often  readily  subject 
to  contamination,  emphasis  should  also  be  given  to  the 
fact  that  such  contamination  can  just  as  readily  occur 
after  the  foodstuff  has  been  delivered  to  the  home.  Apart 
from  the  dangers  involved  in  careless  handling  which 
apparently  go  unrecognised  and  unappreciated,  how  often  has 
one  noticed  other  contributory  factors  to  the  contamination 
of  food  - items  such  as  the  placing  of  an  uncovered 


-13- 


dust-bin  or  other  refuse  receptacle  (an  ideal  "breeding 
ground  for  flies  and  bacteria)  in  close  proximity  to  the 
open  window  of  the  larder  or  kitchen. 

The  home  is  a more  restricted  unit  than  the  works 
canteen  or  the  public  restaurant  and  since  the  numerical 
extent  of  the  effect  of  such  contamination  is  smaller 
the  consequent  publicity,  even  should  the  occurrence  be 
reported,  is  correspondingly  less  than  in  the  event  of 
a widespread  outbreak.  It  would,  therefore,  seem  that 
the  next  s-tep  in  the  campaign  for  freedom  from  "food 
poisoning”  outbreaks  lies  in  the  extension  to  the  home 
and  the  housewife  of  the  methods  adopted  in  publicising 
the  need  for  ’’Clean  Food”  to  the  traders. 

No  additional  registration  of  premises  used  for 
fish-frying  occurred  during  the  year,  but  the  number 
registered  for  the  retail  sale  of  ice-cream  increased 
by  5?  the  present  totals  for  the  area  being  14  and  31 
respectively.  Of  the  19  licences  issued  in  195^  under 
the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933?  1 was  not  renewed 

1 still  remained  valid,  having  been  issued  for  a three 
year  period,  and  the  remaining  17  were  renewed  for  a 
year.  4 new  licences  were  also  issued  for  a three  year 
period  bringing  the  total  number  of  valid  licences  in 
existence  to  22.  The  number  of  Licences  issued  for  the 
retail  sale  of  designated  milk  was  11-5  Dealer’s  Licences 
authorising  use  of  the  designation  ’’Pasteurised",  4 
Supplementary  Licences  for  the  same  purpose  and  2 
Supplementary  Licences  authorising  use  of  the  designation 
"Tuberculin  Tested”.  Of  the  15  samples  of  pasteurised 
milk  submitted  for  analysis,  13  were  satisfactory  and 

2 unsatisfactory. 

A renewed  application  for  a Licence  to  use  the 
designation  "Tuberculin  Tested”  in  connection  with  the 
retail  sale  of  a milk  supply  was  rejected  after  2 milk 
samples  and  11  out  of  18  bottle-washing  samples  had  been 
reported  upon  unfavourably. 

There  was  no  evidence  of  tuberculosis  or  brucella 
in  any  of  the  above  samples. 

As  a result  of  sampling  by  the  Sanitary  Officer  of 
the  East  Suffolk  County  Council  4 cases  of  brucella 
abortus  and  1 of  tuberculosis  in  milks  taken  by  him  were 
investigated,  the  appropriate  notices  being  served  by  the 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  slaughter  of  the  affected 
animal  occurred  soon  after  the  commencement  of  the 
investigation  in  the  case  of  the  sample  containing  tubercular 
bacilli.  3 cases  of  brucella  abortus  in  milk  originally 
notified  in  1951  were  still  active  during  1952  and  were 
the  subject  of  further  investigation  and  check-sampling, 

1  being  eventually  regarded  as  "negative”  as  from  August 
1952.  The  notice  served  in  respect  of  one  of  the  four  cases 
notified  in  1952  was  withdrawn  in  November,  action  having 
been  taken  to  deal  with  the  affected  animals.  There  were, 
therefore,  5 herds  in  the  area  at  the  end  of  1952  in 
which  one  or  more  animals  still  showed  evidence  of  excreting 
active  brucella  abortus  bacilli  in  the  milk  supply.  The 
whole  of  the  milk  supply  from  these  herds  was  subjected 
to  heat  treatment  before  sale.  The  number  of  check  samples 
taken  during  investigations  by  the  District  Sanitary 
Inspector  concerned  was  169. 

The  quantity  and  nature  of  foodstuffs  dealt  with  as 
unfit  for  sale  for  human  consumption  was:- 

747  lbs  of  beef;  12  lbs  of  ox  lung;  4^  lbs  of  ox 
liver;  2 pig’s  kidneys  (li  lbs);  6^  lbs  of  bacon; 

4 - 1 lb  tins  of  pork  luncheon  meat;  2 - 7f  oz  tins 
of  salmon;  1 - 2 oz  tin  of  sardines;  3 - 1 5 oz  tins 
of  plums;  5 - 16  oz  tins  of  evaporated  milk;  3-14 
oz  tins  of  condensed  milk;  14  - 4 oz  boxes  of 
processed  cheese;  4 - 1 lb  tins  of  beans  in  tomato 
sauce;  1 - 15  oz  tin  of  beans  in  tomato  sauce; 

2  - 10  oz  tins  of  beans  in  tomato  sauce;  1 - 1 5 oz 
tin  of  beans;  1 - 8-g-  oz  tin  of  peas;  1 - 21b  3 oz 
tin  of  tomatoes;  12  - 14i  oz  tins  of  oranges; 

26^  lbs  of  biscuits. 

Work  carried  out  at  food  premises  included: - 

2 walls  replastered;  2 ceilings  renewed;  1 
additional  sanitary  convenience  provided;  1 new 
drainage  system  provided  and  1 sanitary  convenience 
cleansed. 

Delegation  by  the  East  Suffolk  County  Council  of 
responsibility  for  the  administration  of  Section  38  of 
the  Shops  Act,  1950,  was  accepted  by  the  Council  in  July 
and,  as  a result,  37  premises  were  inspected.  Divided 
into  their  various  categories  the  premises  visited 
consisted  of:-  26.  General  stores,  5 Butcher’s  shops, 

3  Grocer’s  shops,  1 Confectionery  and  bakery,  1 Newsagent 
and  Tobacconist’s  shop,  1 Cycle  Accessories  shop. 
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During  the  absence  from  the  area  on  holiday  or 
otherwise  of  our  colleague  at  Stowmarket,  assistance  in 
meat  inspection  was  again  given  when  required  at  the 
Stowmarket  Abattoir  by  one  or  other  of  the  two  District 
Sanitary  Inspectors. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Investigation  of  the  general  conditions  prevailing 
at  premises  in  respect  of  v/hich  notification  of  the 
occurrence  of  the  more  serious  infectious  diseases  had 
been  received  was  undertaken  by  the  District  Sanitary 
Inspectors.  The  symptoms,  method  adopted  for  isolation 
of  the  patient,  possible  source  of  infection  and  the 
names,  addresses  and  occupations  of  contacts  were  all 
systematically  noted  and  any  action  considered  necessary 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  carried  out  after 
consultation  and  in  co-operation  with  her. 

Visits  for  the  purpose  of  investigation  and  advice 
were  also  made  to  persons  who  had  been  in  contact  with 
the  5 cases  of  anthrax  in  farm  animals  which  were  reported. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES 


It  has  not  been  found  possible  to  inspect  all  the 
76  premises  registered  as  factories  employing  mechanical 
power,  those  visited,  however,  have  given  very  little 
cause  for  complaint  and  in  only  3 instances  was  it  found 
necessary  to  point  out  to  the  person  in  charge  minor 
infringements  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937?  in  relation  to 
sanitary  conditions.  Information  regarding  changes  in 
ownership  of  existing  factories  or  workplaces  and  the 
establishment  of  new  premises  is  periodically  received 
from  H.  M.  Inspector  of  Factories  who  has  on  two  occasions 
also  notified  infringements  discovered  during  the  course 
of  his  work.  These  were  taken  up  with  the  firms  concerned 
and  soon  abated. 

No  instance  requiring  the  service  of  a notice  was 
discovered  at  any  of  the  12  premises  registered  as  factories 
not  employing  mechanical  power  or  at  the  6 outworkers’ 
premises.  5 of  the  latter  are  used  for  glove-making  and 
1 for  the  making  of  other  wearing  apparel.  No  visit  was 
made  to  the  only  other  registered  premises  - an  electricity 
sub-station. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


The  efficiency  of  the  Cleansing  Service  was  well 
maintained  throughout  the  year  despite  the  difficulties 
and  set-hacks  inherent  in  the  work.  Even  so  we  were 
fortunate  in  retaining  the  same  men  for  the  whole  period 
and  hy  occasional  re-organisation  to  allow  for  the 
interchange  of  manpower  from  one  section  to  another  we 
overcame  the  effect  of  absence  due  to  holiday  leave  and 
illnesses . 

Due  credit  should  be  given  to  the  Cleansing  Foreman 
for  the  able  support  and  assistance  he  has  given  me  in  my 
administration  of  the  service,  and  the  men  employed  in 
connection  with  various  aspects  of  the  work  (much  of  which 
cannot  be  regarded  as  other  than  arduous,  monotonous  and 
obnoxious)  also  deserve  praise  for  the  general  performance 
of  their  duties. 

Two  replacements  were  arranged  for  in  connection 
with  the  mechanical  side  of  the  service.  The  hand  operated 
petrol  pump,  which  received  "honourable  mention"  in  my 
1950  Report  as  a result  of  its  occasional  habit  of  causing 
administrative  difficulties  by  "creating"  an  apparent 
surplus  in  our  supplies,  was  dispensed  with  and  an 
electrically  operated  pump  installed. 

It  was  also  agreed  towards  the  end  of  the  year  to 
investigate  the  purchase  of  a new  van  for  the  Cleansing 
Foreman  and  to  dispose  of  the  1937  Morris  van  which  was 
purchased  by  the  Council  in  1 9U8  and  acquired  as  a discard 
from  the  Engineer  & Surveyor’s  Department  in  1950* 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


Refuse  collection  is  for  the  most  part  carried  out 
with  one  vehicle  manned  by  a driver-loader  and  two  loaders, 
but  this  arrangement  is  augmented  by  the  use  during  a part 
of  the  week  of  an  "emergency  vehicle"  manned  by  three  of 
the  employees  whose  normal  duties  are  cesspool  emptying, 
tip  covering  or  salvage  baling.  This  latter  vehicle 
sustained  a fair  amount  of  damage  in  mid-December  when  run 
into  by  a large  van  (our  vehicle  being  stationary),  but  we 
were  able  to  keep  it  in  service  without  repair  until  the 
end  of  the  year  in  order  to  cope  with  the  effect  of  the 
postponement  of  the  service  during  the  Christmas  holidays. 
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We  are  fortunate  in  obtaining  at  a nominal  charge 
an  adequate  supply  of  tip-covering  material  and,  as  a 
result,  the  new  vehicle  employed  for  transporting  it  to 
Willisham  pit  can  he  considered  to  have  amply  repaid  for 
the  expenditure  involved  in  its  purchase.  The  provision 
of  additional  sites  in  other  parts  of  the  area,  although 
involving  expense  on  site  preparation  and  extra  journeys 
and  mileage  for  the  tip-covering  vehicle,  would  certainly 
assist  in  reducing  the  time  now  spent  in  the  conveyance 
of  all  refuse  to  Willisham. 

With  the  transfer  to  Ipswich  County  Borough  in 
April  of  224  of  the  houses,  caravans  and  shops  formerly 
provided  with  a refuse  collection  service  at  Branford, 
we  were  able  to  provide  a weekly  instead  of  a fortnightly 
collection  of  refuse  in  the  parish  of  Claydon  as  well  as 
to  the  28  Council  houses  at  Kirby  Rise,  Barham. 

By  no  means  all  our  troubles  are  due  to  manpower 
or  mechanical  difficulties  for  the  extent  to  which  the 
householder  often  fails  to  play  his  (or  her)  part  is 
regrettable  if  not  surprising.  It  is  annoying,  to  say 
the  least,  when  investigating  a complaint  that  "the 
dustman  did  not  take  my  refuse"  to  find  that  the  receptacle 
is  overflowing  with  putrescible  matter  (often  maggoty; 
or  with  builders’  rubble,  garden  refuse  and  hedge  clippings, 
or  that  the  men  are  expected  to  make  a combined  effort, 
without  regard  for  the  time  involved,  to  remove  a long 
standing  accumulation  or  to  empty  40  gallon  drums  or  large 
zinc  baths.  The  problems,  and  they  are  many,  which  will 
arise  if  an  attempt  is  made  to  enforce  the  provision  of 
a properly  covered  sanitary  dustbin  of  standard  size  are 
too  well-known  to  require  repetition  here,  but  will  have 
to  be  faced  if  a more  efficient  service  is  required. 


NIGHTSOIL  COLLECTION 

Although  the  loss  of  a portion  of  the  Bramford 
parish  assisted  in  effecting  an  improvement  in  the  period 
of  collection  of  refuse  in  another  part  of  the  area  we  were 
not  able,  in  respect  of  the  night soil  collection  service, 
to  achieve  the  same  result  for  it  was  decided  after  the 
receipt  of  a request  from  the  Ipswich  Corporation  to 
continue,  at  an  agreed  charge  per  pail,  the  service  which 
had  been  provided  in  the  area  transferred  to  that  Authority. 
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An  extension  of  the  nightsoil  collection  service 
was , however,  carried,  out  later  in  the  year  for,  as  the 
result  of  requests  for  the  service  and  the  conduct  of 
detailed  surveys  in  the  parishes  of  Barking,  Creeting 
St,  Mary,  Gt.  Finborough,  Somersham,  Stowupland  and 
Wetherden,  only  the  parish  of  Greeting  St,  Mary  and  the 
East  Suffolk  County  Council,  in  respect  of  Stowupland 
County  Primary  School,  were  prepared  to  undertake  payment 
of  the  cost  involved. 

The  emptying  of  an  additional  95  pails  (87  at  Creeting 
St,  Mary  and  8 at  Stowupland)  meant  that  apart  from  the 
original  survey  of  the  whole  of  the  parish  of  Creeting  St. 
Mary  it  was  necessary  to  make  two  further  visits  to  each 
of  the  87  properties  to  be  dealt  with  - the  first  in  order 
to  discover  and  acquaint  myself  with  the  position  of  each 
sanitary  convenience  and  the  second,  in  company  with  the 
nightsoil  team  and  the  Cleansing  Foreman,  in  order  to 
direct  the  first  operation  of  emptying. 

The  nightsoil  vehicle  - also  manned  by  a driver- 
loader  and  two  loaders  - was  another  of  our  vehicles 
concerned  in  an  accident  during  the  year.  In  this 
instance,  too,  our  vehicle  was  stationary  when  run  into 
by  a private  car.  It  was  fortunate  that  none  of  our 
employees  was  in  the  vicinity  of  the  vehicle  when  the 
accident  occurred.  No  inconvenience  was  caused  to  those 
benefitting  from  the  service,  but  the  action  taken,  the 
use  of  the  cesspool  emptier  for  the  dual  purpose  of  cesspool 
emptying  and  nightsoil  collection,  was  one  we  had  hoped  to  . 
avoid  as  far  as  possible  since  the  similar  working  of  a 
single  vehicle  in  the  same  manner  had,  over  a period  of 
time,  compelled  us  to  realise  that  the  provision  of  a 
separate  vehicle  for  each  service  was  more  economic. 

Apart  from  January  and  other  occasions  when  weather 
conditions  compelled  us  to  do  so  the  Ipswich  sewerage 
system  was  no  longer  used  as  the  chief  disposal  point 
for  nightsoil.  As  a result  of  the  interest  and  influence 
of  Cllr.  Dr.  Hutt  I was  in  a position  to  undertake  an 
experiment  in  the  use  of  nightsoil  and  of  cesspool  contents 
as  fertilisers  for  agricultural  land.  The  area  which  has 
been  made  available  by  a local  farmer  is  about  half  a 
mile  from  the  nearest  dwellinghouse  and  almost  a mile 
from  the  nearest  community.  The  soil  is  exceptionally 
light  uncultivated  land  and  disposal  takes  place  into 
furrows  which  are  afterwards  ploughed  over.  This  is  by 
no  means  a perfect  system  of  composting,  omitting  as  it 
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does  the  use  of  additional  materials  such  as  straw  and 
waste  vegetable  matter,  hut  it  enables  the  Council  to 
dispose  of  the  nightsoil  in  a comparatively  easy  and 
certainly  most  economic  manner  without  the  creation  of 
a nuisance  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  area,  and  when  the 
land  has  been  effectively  manured  it  will  prove  a fairly 
satisfactory  method  of  assisting  the  farmer  in  its 
cultivation.  It  is  estimated  that  the  approximate 
gallonage  of  nightsoil  alone  which  was  disposed  of  in 
this  manner  was  in  excess  of  200,000  with  the  balance  of 
the  year’s  collections  (53? 000  gallons)  being  discharged 
into  the  sewers  at  Ipswich. 


CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 


This  was  the  first  full  year  in  which  separate 
vehicles  were  used  for  the  emptying  of  cesspools  and  the 
collection  of  nightsoil.  Past  experience  had  already 
disclosed  the  mechanical  and  economic  disadvantages  of 
one  vehicle  performing  both  services,  apart  from  the 
advantage  to  a costing  system  in  respect  of  these  entirely 
different  services  from  an  administrative  point  of  view, 
and  the  last  twelve  months  have  proved  the  wisdom  of 
purchasing  a second  vehicle  to  be  used,  as  far  as  possible, 
by  one  service  alone.  The  vehicle  used  for  cesspool 
emptying  is  manned  by  a driver  who  is,  as  the  occasion 
warrants,  assisted  by  a mate.  This  vehicle  also  received 
the  attention  of  the  "hoodoo"  of  misfortune  which  affected 
the  other  vehicles.  On  this  occasion  the  damage  caused 
was  not  as  serious;  but  the  accident,  for  which  our 
driver  was  held  responsible,  resulted  in  the  imposition 
of  a fine  of  £5  and  the  endorsement  of  his  licence. 

Between  January  1st  and  December  31st,  1952,  520 
cesspools  (93  of  which  were  at  private  property)  were 
emptied « The  total  number  of  thousand-gallon  loads 
removed  was  996  (i.e.  4? 000  short  of  a million  gallons). 

202  of  these  loads  were  deposited  on  the  same  area  of  land 
as  that  used  for  the  reception  of  nightsoil,  260  loads 
were  discharged  into  the  Ipswich  sewerage  system  and  429 
loads  at  Stowmarket.  The  balance  of  105  loads  was  disposed 
of  on  agricultural  land  and  at  other  places  in  close 
proximity  to  the  various  cesspools  emptied. 

Included  in  -the  above  figures  are  the  contents  of 
cesspools  provided  at  Shrublands  Park  on  the  occasion  of 
the  Suffolk  Agricultural  Show.  The  services  of  the  cesspool 
emptier  were  also  employed  in  connection  with  the  clearance 
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of  a ditch,  the  repair  of  a length  of  highway  drain  and 
the  flushing  of  septic  tanks  and  filters  which  were  not 
functioning  satisfactorily. 


SALVAGE 

The  steep  and  rapid  fall  over  the  first  four  months 
of  the  year  in  the  price  paid  for  mixed  waste-paper, 
coupled  with  the  later  imposition  of  a restriction  on  the 
quantity  to  he  sent,  had  a serious  effect  oft  the  "subsidy” 
which  this  commodity  has  hitherto  provided  to  the  other 
sections  of  the  Cleansing  Service.  The  price  per  ton 
payable  in  the  latter  six  months  of  the  year,  however, 
although  less  than  half  that  payable  in  January,  was  still 
to  our  financial  advantage  and  if  the  restrictive  quota 
was  removed  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  area  became  more 
energetic  than  they  have  been  in  putting  aside  this  vital 
material  for  collection  our  return  could  be  even  higher. 

There  is,  at  the  same  time,  no  necessity  for  the 
Council  to  increase  its  collections  by  the  method 
proposed  by  the  0.  C.,  R.A.F.  Wattisham,  whereby  we  were 
asked  not  only  to  make  a special  collection  but  also  to 
agree  to  making  a fixed  payment  per  ton  collected.  Whilst 
readily  prepared  to  undertake  a special  collection,  having 
done  so  all  over  the  area  in  respect  of  lesser  amounts 
than  would  have  been  available  from  this  source,  the  Council, 
in  my  opinion  rightly,  would  not  agree  to  payment  for  such 
material  the  conservation  of  which  is  regarded  as  part  of 
the  effort  necessary  towards  national  recovery. 

That  more  salvage  has  not  been  available  for  dispatch 
is  certainly  not  the  fault  of  the  man  employed  on  baling 
it  for,  although  now  66  years  of  age,  he  is  as  active  as 
many  a person  considerably  his  junior.  He  was,  in  fact, 
not  aware  of  his  correct  age  until  the  accidental 
discovery  in  August  of  his  christening  card  which  gave  his 
date  of  birth  as  December  22nd,  1886,  and  the  subsequent 
receipt  of  a certified  copy  of  an  entry  in  the  Register 
of  Births  confirmed  that  he  was  two  years  older  than  he 
had  for  many  years  regarded  himself  to  be.  Since  he  was 
not  subject  to  the  Superannuation  Scheme  and  was  far  from 
being  incapable  of  carrying  out  his  duties  which  include, 
part-time,  the  collection  of  refuse  it  v/as  decided,  although 
he  had  officially  passed  his  retiring  age,  to  retain  his 
services . 
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The  repair  and  reconstruction  of  the  old  barn  used 
as  the  salvage  depot,  a portion  of  which  had  collapsed 
at  the  end  of  April,  was  not  commenced  until  early  in 
December  due  almost  entirely  to  a long  period  of  delay 
on  the  part  of  the  successful  contractor.  Once  started, 
however,  the  work  proceeded  in  a very  satisfactory  manner 
but  was  still  not  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Council’s  contract  for  the  sale  of  waste  paper 
and  similar  material  was  renewed  in  October  for  a further 
period  of  five  years  and  the  quantity  disposed  of  and  the 


sum  received  from  its 

sale 

during 

1952 

was:  - 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Mixed  Papers 

45 

0 

3 

433 

8 

9 

Books  and  Magazines 

4 

0 

0 

39 

17 

9 

Newspapers 

2 

16 

3 

44 

17 

10 

£518  4 4 


In  addition  15  cwt.  of  scrap  iron  was  sold  for 
£2.  10.  0.  and  2 cwt.  1 qr.  of  rags  for  £3.  10.  0. 


POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS,  DITCHES  AND  WATERCOURSES. 

As  from  April  1st  - one  charitably  assumes  this  date 
was  chosen  for  reasons,  other  than  the  apparent  one  - the 
newly  constituted  East  Suffolk  and  Norfolk  Rivers  Board 
assumed  statutory  responsibility  for  the  prevention  and, 
so  far  as  is  practicable,  abatement  of  river  pollution 
occurring  within  its  area.  This  Council  is,  therefore, 
no  longer  an  enforcement  authority  in  connection  with  the 
pollution  of  rivers,  but  it  still  has  the  responsibility 
of  informing  the  Board  with  regard  to  any  proposals  it 
may  have  for  the  provision  of  sewage  disposal  works  or 
sewerage  systems  which  might  involve  the  discharge  of 
effluent  into  rivers  or  streams  including  the  alteration 
of  existing  discharge  points  achieving  the  same  effect. 

It  is  also  essential  that  an  interest  should 
continue  to  be  taken  in  seeing  that  the  attention  of  the 
Board  is  drawn  to  the  occurrence  of  pollution  which  may  form 
the  subject  of  a complaint  and  action  in  that  respect 
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was  taken  in  connection  with  an  unusual,  hut  by  no  means 
unique,  form  of  pollution  of  the  River  G-ipping  at  Badley 
Mill.  At  that  spot  the  river  descends  some  fifteen  to 
twenty  feet  over  a weir,  and  the  water  which  was  of  a 
dirty  grey  colour  frothed  up  until  there  was  a 2*  - 3' 
layer  of  white  foam  resembling  driven  snow.  Visits  were 
made,  alone  and  in  company  with  Rivers  Board  officials. 

The  Analyst's  report  on  the  first  sample  taken  stated 

"There  is  no  doubt  that ...the  type  of  pollution 

is  that  normally  associated  with  domestic  sewage.  The 
free  ammonia  content  is  high  and  there  is  an  absence 
of  nitrate  in  the  water,  indicating  the  presence  of  raw 

rather  than  treated  sewage there  is  no  doubt  that 

the  degree  of  pollution  is  excessive". 

It  is  probable,  but  by  no  means  definite,  that  the 
effect  referred  to  resulted  from  the  presence  of  an 
abnormal  amount  of  domestic  detergent  in  the  effluent 
which  the  sewage  treatment  plant  at  Stowmarket  had  been 
unable  to  deal  with  effectively.  It  would  appear  to  have 
been  a situation  which  also  existed  in  other  parts  of  the 
country  during  the  early  autumn  of  1952  resulting  in 
press  publicity  being  given  to  what  were  popularly  termed 
"bubble  bath  rivers". 

Apart  from  the  minor  occurences  of  ditch  pollution 
by  sink  waste  and  road  surface  water,  the  only  major 
nuisances  were  two  in  connection  with  v/hich  legal 
responsibility  and  precedent  have  continually  proved 
thorny  problems.  One  was  still  unabated  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  but  the  other  was  dealt  with  by  the  County 
and  District  Councils  undertaking  joint  responsibility 
and  effecting  a sufficient  clearance  to  reduce  the 
possibility  of  back  flooding  and  consequent  blockage  of 
private  drainage  systems.  The  periodic  maintenance 
which  will  continue  to  be  necessary  will  be  carried  out 
by  each  Authority  on  an  alternate  six-monthly  basis. 

As  a result  of  the  ineffective  operation  of  a 
septic  tank  and  filter  at  a Council  housing  site  complaint 
was  received  of  ditch  and  river  pollution,  and  a sample 
of  the  effluent  was  reported  upon  as  follows:-  "Prom  the 
appearance  and  odour  of  the  sample,  and  the  analytical 
findings,  it  would  appear  that  the  disposal  plant  is 
achieving  practically  nothing  in  the  way  of  purification 
except  the  reduction  of  suspended  solids  to  a reasonable 
figure.  The  organic  nitrogen  content  is  high  and  the 
degree  of  nitration  is  nil.  The  'strength'  of  the  sample 
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conventionally  calculated,  approximates  to  that  of  an 
average  sewage” . Action  was  subsequently  taken  "by  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  to  abate  the  nuisance  caused. 
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